
Oaks students are too 

young to appreciate the 

efforts made for them at 

this point in their lives, 

but the investments are 

sure to yield great profit 

for generations to come. 

 What a great gift God 

has given in creating gen-

erations within our    

families.  The fullness of 

grace that Mr. Morley 

noted abounds in the lives 

of the grandmothers and 

grandfathers  of Tall Oaksõ   

students! 

 Author Christopher 

Morley is quoted as say-

ing, òIt is as grandmothers 
that our mothers come 
into the fullness of their 
grace.ó 
 After witnessing the 

tenderness between the 

grandparents and grand-

children at Tall Oaksõ 

Grandparents Day 2009, 

Mr. Morleyõs assertion 

was confirmed. 

 One hundred fifty 

grandparents and grand-

friends came together to 

shower their grandchil-

dren with their time and 

undivided attention.  The 

morning began with a deli-

cious breakfast provided 

and served by the moth-

ers of Tall Oaks. Follow-

ing presentations by each 

grade, grandparents were 

able to sit in on classes 

with their grandchildren, 

where they learned every-

thing from phonograms 

and sentence diagramming 

to Latin, aesthetics, 

mathematics, rhetoric and 

Greek.  The children are 

still talking about the 

wonderful time it was for 

them to share their daily 

life-work with their grand-

parents. 

 Many Tall Oaks grand-

parents  traveled great 

distances to attend this 

special day. One grand-

mother even traveled 

from Africa to be with her 

young granddaughter.  

Perhaps some of the Tall 
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                   From the Locker Room 
                                                                        by Louise Shaw, Athletic Director 
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 PASS!  SET!  HIT!  This is the new 

lingo since volleyball has become an estab-

lished varsity and junior high sport at Tall 

Oaks.  At the start of the school year, 

another local Chris-

tian school ap-

proached Tall Oaks 

and asked us to con-

sider     letting their 

girls play under our 

umbrella because they 

did not have enough 

students to participate 

on their own. Tall 

Oaks was willing to 

òadoptó these players 

and, together, we 

were able to field competitive teams.  It 

proved to be a fruitful ministry for both 

schools. 

 Prior to the first day of school, fifteen 

girls attended a pre-season training camp 

in preparation for the twenty-game sea-

son.  They were divided by skill and grade 

level into two teams. Our varsity team 

was coached by Miss Ashley Daponte and 

Mrs. Shaw, the junior high team by Miss 

Abigail Clevenger. 

 As the 2009 volleyball 

season ends, it is a joy to see 

the way the levels of skill and 

play have developed over the  

course of  the season. 

 For the first time, Tall 

Oaks played in the Mid-

At lant ic Interscholast ic 

League.  Karen Shaw, grade 

11, was named to the All-

Conference team, an honor 

reserved for top players in 

each team of the league.  At 

the final home game, Emily 

Voshell, our only senior, was 

recognized with a bouquet of 

flowers. 

Congratulations to the cross-country team for a great performance at the League Championship held at the Tome 

School in North East, Maryland, on October 29.  The field included five schools, with forty-two participants in the var-

sity race and twenty-four in the middle school race.  We finished a very close third to Tome (1st) and West Notting-

ham (2nd).  The following students earned medals for being among the top finishers in their divisions: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

We have come a long way!  Many of the runners have improved their mile/minute pace since the first meet on Septem-

ber 14.  Alsoñand this is the most reliable measure (comparing apples to apples)ñthe entire team improved their race 

times over the course of the season. 
 

Our cross-country teams were coached by Mr. Stephen Rippon and assisted by Mrs. Emily Stover.  We are thankful to 

God for keeping our runners injury free and providing opportunities for Tall Oaks to compete for the first time in inter-

school meets. 

Cross-Country Team 

Middle School 

6th place male: Ricky Bullock 

8th place male: Ian Chinnery 

6th place female: Joy Brunson 

Varsity 

4th place male: Matt Hobbs 

10th place male: James Bolze 

3rd place female: Katelyn Stover 

5th place female:  Jaime Weber 

Emily Voshell, 

Grade 12 

Top :  New student Kassiya Yarovoy, grade 10, sets up the ball with a 

powerful hit. Above left:   All-Conference team player Karen Shaw, 
Grade 11.  Above right:   Megan Palmer, grade 10, and Shea Crowe, 
grade 7, practice their serves. 



 
 

First Day of School 
 Smiling faces, packed lunches, or-

ganized backpacks, every hair in 

place, pictures taken, nervous energy, 

teary parentsé.It must be the first 

day of school! 

 August 24 marked the end of 

those òlazy days of summeró and the 

first day of the Tall Oaks 2009-2010 

academic year.  What an exciting 

day!  It was wonderful to see familiar 

faces, as well as many new ones, 

among the student body. (God 

blessed Tall Oaks with twenty addi-

tional families  this year!)     

 There was the usual flurry of ac-
tivity as parents said good-bye to 

their children, students were di-

rected to their classes, and up-

perclassmen negotiated new 

locker assignments.  Everyone 

finally settled into their class-

rooms, and the learning could 

begin. 

 After the morning bell, 

òGood Morning Coffeeó was 

served in the all-purpose room to 

parents who were able to stay.  It 

was a delightful time of  sharing 

jitters, stories and fellowship.  

 The staff reported a blessedly 

uneventful day, and the school 
year was under way! 

 The air was crisp, and the sweet 

smell of apple cider was faintly pre-

sent as about one hundred Tall 

Oaks students and their families 

converged on Milburn Orchards in 

Elkton, Maryland, on Friday eve-

ning, September 25.  Children, par-

ents and grandparents climbed into 

three hay-filled wagons and took a 

scenic ride through the orchards 

to a private bonfire, where hot 

dogs and marshmallows were 

roasted on the fire. 

 The youngest hay-riders helped 

to fill the air with the music of 
laughter and enjoyed games of tag 

as they ran in and out of the apple 

orchard.  God blessed the evening 

with the beauty of His creation, 

the joy of children and the sweet-

ness of fellowship! 

 

  Hayride / Bonfire 
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KINDERGARTEN  

Solomon Abdullah 

Teni Babatunde 

Lydia Brown 

Justin Byrd 

Noah Ferro 

Delainey Gray 

Samuel Hardcastle 

Faith Hollister 

Malani Maycole 

Kiersten Mengel 

Jake Mercer 

Abigail Pitts 

Micah Rubin 

Abi-Grace Savizon 

Richard Turley 
 

1st GRADE  

Gracelyn Landis 

Rachel Lang 

Ruth Praveen 

Adaire Stone 

Evan Weston 

2nd GRADE  

Erin Babatunde 

Samuel McGarvey 

Matias Rubin 
  

3rd GRADE  

Julianna Beazley 

Jaylen Rowe 
 

4th GRADE  

Hannah McGarvey 

Myles Weston 
 

5th GRADE  

Phoebe Lanouette 
 

6th GRADE  

Josiah Stultz 

David Walczak 
 

7th GRADE  

Austin Fedale 

7th GRADE (contõd) 

Paisley Lanouette 

James Yarovoy 
 

8th GRADE  

Jessica Kist 

Collin Landis 

Sabrina Myoda 
 

9th GRADE  

Avery Miller 
 

10th GRADE  

Andrew Lanouette 

Noah Lanouette 

Kassiya Yarovoy 
 

11th GRADE  

Shannon Groth 
 

12th GRADE  

Rachel Lanouette 

 

Miss Clevenger with Collin 

Landis, new 8th-grade student. 

The upper school hallway 

swarms with students. 

Rachel Lanouette, 

new 12-grade student. 

TOCS Welcomes New Students! 



P A G E  4  The Tall Oaks Fine Dessert 
by Janet Baumann, Director of Admissions & Community Life 

 Invitations were sent weeks before guests began filling the First 

Baptist Church of Delaware in New Castle for the Tall Oaks Classi-

cal School's Fine Dessert on the evening of Friday, November 6. Our 

two hundred eighty guests were warmly greeted by dialectic and 

rhetoric students as they entered the church.  Beautiful samples of 

the students' fine art and academic work were on display for every-

one to see.  After viewing the students' work, our guests found ta-

bles laden with desserts just around the corner. More dialectic and 

rhetoric students enjoyed serving and interacting with our guests.  

 The evening was a wonderful opportunity for prospective fami-

lies to see the distinctiveness of a Tall Oaks education.  It was evi-

dent by the academic demonstrations exhibited by the students that 

they are being taught how to think and articulate clearly what they know to be true. Students at Tall 

Oaks are being taught to be lifelong learners, not simply to memorize 

facts in order to pass tests. 

     Our Annual Fund campaign for $150,000 was kicked off that eve-

ning as well. Prospective donors clearly saw how an investment in Tall 

Oaks would benefit individual students as well as society as a whole. 

Guests heard many compelling reasons why Tall Oaks would be a 

good place to invest their time, talent and treasure.  In addition to the 

students' presentations, Tall Oaksõ Director of Stewardship, Harold 

Naylor, along with two sets of Tall Oaks parents, Mr. & Mrs. Azeez 

Weeks and Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Weber, all shared directly from their 

hearts as to why this excellent education is a worthwhile investment.  

We look forward to the days ahead as we see God raise up the indi-

viduals He will use to meet the school's financial needs.  

Upcoming Events 
Mon. -Fri., 11/23 -27    Thanksgiving Break  
Tuesday, 12/8   Open House 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
Friday, 12/18    Christmas Concert  7 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
Mon. -Fri., 12/21 ï 1/1    Christmas Break  

Monday, 1/11   Open House 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

Wednesday, 1/13    2nd Wednesday Tour  7:50 a.m. to 8:50 a.m.  
Friday, 1/15    Pastor Appreciation Breakfast  
Monday, 1/18    Martin Luther King Day  (School in session)  
Thursday, 1/28    State of the School Meeting  (Parent meeting)  
Wednesday, 2/10    2nd Wednesday Tour  7:50 a.m. to 8:50 a.m.  
Wednesday, 2/10    Open House 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

 

The Five Solas of 

the Reformation: 

 

Sola Scriptura:  

Scripture alone. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria: 

Glory to God 

alone. 

 

Solo Christo: 

Christ alone. 

 

Sola  Gratia: 

      Grace alone. 

 

Sola Fide: 

       Faith alone. 

 

T h e  Q S P online magazine 
fundraiser is also back this 
year.  Those who order 

through the website below 
will receive up to 85% off new 
magazine orders and renewals.  If your Wall Street 
Journal or other periodical needs to be renewed, 

please consider logging onto the website to receive 
a highly discounted rate for your subscription and 
share 40% of what you pay with Tall Oaks.  In addi-

tion to magazines, our website also includes an 

opportunity to purchase books, music, and cookie 
dough this year.  As you check out all that is offered, 

donõt forget to consider those on your Christmas 
list as you shop! 

www.magfundraising.com/talloaksclassicalschool 

Mrs. Brunson introduces her second-

grade class. 

Mrs. Postõs Kindergarten class. 

 

 
At a time when most people are looking for ways to cut their household budg-
ets, Enjoy the City restaurant coupon books are back. The sale of the Enjoy the 

City books benefits not only our school, but the families who purchase these 
books, as it includes many ways to help save money.  Enjoy the City has worked 
with area businesses to offer a wide variety of discount coupons all in one 

book.  Some local businesses included in this yearõs book are Avis and Budget 
Rental Cars, Dickõs Sporting Goods, Wilmington Blue Rocks, Delaware Theater 
Company, Opera Delaware, Town & Country Dry Cleaning, Concord Pets, 

many ice cream shops, soft pretzel shops, and a whole list of fast food restau-

rants and fine dining establishments.  One book costs $20 and includes hun-
dreds of dollars worth of savings.  Please call the school office if you are inter-
ested in purchasing one.  If, perhaps, you are a business owner or department 

manager, you may want to consider purchasing some of these books for em-
ployee incentives or gifts.  They also make great Christmas gifts! 

Fundraising Updates 

http://www.magfundraising.com/talloaksclassicalschool


 

              Reformation Day 2009 
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 On October 30, Tall Oaks students, parents, 

faculty, and staff once again traded in their 

uniforms and usual  attire for the colorful 

costumes of the Renaissance.  The day began 

outside with an all-school assembly amid the 

brilliant fall foliage.  After prayer and hymn 

singing, King Donald of Post and Queen Dory 

of Zinkand proclaimed a day of feasting and 

games. Grammar students then experienced 

16th-century life firsthand. They smuggled 

Bibles and built the church doors of Witten-

berg University out of tissue boxes, ònailingó 

up Lutherõs ninety-five 

theses. Dialectic stu-

dents tried their hand  

 
at shooting an arrow with a bow. 

 Upper school students participated in a hu-

man chess game against the faculty (Mr. Post 

defeating worthy opponent Chad Wilkinson); 

tried armor and weapons as they learned their 

purpose and proper use; and experienced  

writing calligraphy in Latin, as Martin Luther 

did, with quill and ink by candlelight. 

 At midday archers, crusaders, lords and la-

dies, barons and bishops, monks and minstrels 

all gathered for a truly Renaissance meal of 

roast chicken, breads, cheese and fruit. 

 Many thanks are due to Stephanie Weston, 

mother  of two tall Oaks students, for coordi-

nating and overseeing the events of this enjoy-

able day.  

Brendan Donnelly holds his own against a 

visiting swordfighter as Mr. and Mrs. Weston 

look on. 

2009-2010 Staff & Faculty 
Administration:  

Donald Post Headmaster 
Dory Zinkand Principal 
Janet Baumann Director of Admissions & Community Life 

Harold Naylor Director of Stewardship 
Louise Shaw Athletic Director 
Mary Biron Office Staff 

Lisa Crowe Office Staff 
Dorothy Hinckley Finance Staff 

Charlot Sanders Administrative Assistant to Headmaster, Finance 
Beth Weber Development Office Staff 
Amy Willis  Librarian 

 
Faculty:  
Andrea Baines Teacher Aide and Nurse 

Bethany Bohn Drama 
Judy Brearly 4th Grade 

Resna Brunson 2nd Grade 

Holly Chaffee Kindergarten Aide 
Abigail Clevenger Academic Reading & Writing, American History,  
  Western Civilization I & II, Civics & Economics 

 

Faculty (conõd): 

 
Laureen Davison 6th Grade and Spanish I, II & III 
Maria Donnelly 5th Grade 

Debbie Favuzza Art  
Rick Gray  World Cultures & Missions 
Robin Gray Algebra I & II, Geometry 

Kathryn Lort Chorus and Music 
Barbara McGraw 1st Grade 

Susan Palmer 4th Grade and Latin 
Barbara Post Kindergarten 
Deborah Pozsonyi Extended Day Director 

Stephen Rippon Literature, Argumentation & Debate, Rhetoric I 
Christina Schneider Logic, Pre-Calculus & Calculus, Physics 
Louise Shaw Physical  Education 

Shelley Stone Extended Day Assistant 
Emily Stover 1st Grade Bible, 2nd Grade Science, Academic Coach 

Nathan Tillman Latin and Language Arts 

Rebecca Trudeau 6th & 7th Grade Science, Biology, Chemistry, Yearbook 
Steve Turley Theology, Greek, Rhetoric II 
Sue Vogelmann 3rd Grade 

Debbie Voshell 6th Grade and Pre-Algebra 



 With pillows, sleeping bags and duffle bags all packed up, dialectic and rhetoric students departed from 

school on Friday, September 11, probably the rainiest morning of the year; but that had no effect whatsoever on 

everyoneõs excitement as they loaded their belongings into cars and set off for Sandy Cove! The goal of the Fall 

Retreat each year is for everyone to get to know each other more and for new students to begin to get that 

sense of belonging, which the student body at Tall Oaks provides so well.  

 Everyone had fun playing in the large two-court gym and climbing the rock wall. The chaperones did a fantas-

tic job getting food ready for all the hungry kids, and Mr. John Groth provided challenging messages.  One of the 

big events that weekend was a photo scavenger hunt, a great way to get to know other people and build a team-

like mentality among us. Each group of about ten was given one camera and a list of things to do, rather than 

find. Teams had to take a picture of everyone in the air, everyone with a Sandy Cove staff member, everyone in a 

human pyramid, and more. The catch? It was a race, and the winners got dessert! 

 The whole weekend was an amazing time and the turnout was great, despite the drenching rain.  Jess Foggy 

and the student government, with help from Mrs. Davison, did a great job planning the retreat and constructing a 

new plan at the last minute to include more indoor activities. Everyone had a great time and was blessed by the 
togetherness they experienced!  A huge THANK YOU is due to all the parents who gave up their entire week-

end to spend it with a bunch of crazy kids. It really means a lot that they were so willing to help out by driving, 

chaperoning, preparing food, keeping everything organized and keeping us out of trouble! 
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 I have been asked recently, òIsnõt stewardship just a fancy 

name for development and fundraising?ó 

I would have to answer, òNot really.ó  Biblical stewardship, 

the kind we try to practice here at Tall Oaks, begins with the 

premise that God owns everything.  òEverythingó includes the 

three categories of giftedness:  time, talent and treasure.  In 

this sense our money is included, but stewardship is much 

more than a financial gift. 

 When we realize that we have been blessed with resources 

such as a special skill set, we are now stewards, or caretak-

ers, of what God lends to us to be used for the benefit of His 

children and for His glory.  This use of Godõs gifts for His 

glory becomes even more vibrant when we think of the salva-

tion we have in Christ and the wonderful opportunity we 

have to express our love for God by giving (and living) gener-

ously. 

 

òYou will be made rich in every way so that you can 

be generous on every occasion, and through us your 

generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.ó (2 Co-

rinthians 9:11) 

 

 Tall Oaks has many opportunities for volunteerism and talent 

sharing.  We praise the Lord that this kind of sharing happens 

on a regular basis.  Janet Baumann, our Director of Admissions 

& Community Life, has fostered great relationships with many 

parents and grandparents who give of their time and skills for 

the benefit of all students. 

 In the near future, we will be asking grandparents to come in 

and read to our grammar classes.  This will bless the students 

as they are read to and will bless our guests as they experi-

ence the joy of interacting with children who are thrilled that 

they have come. 

 Perhaps you have ideas to share.  Please call the school and 

ask for Harold Naylor.  We can explore these ideas together 

and come up with a plan. 

StewardshipñMuch More Than Finances  
by Harold Naylor, Director of Stewardship 

Student Government Sponsors Fall Retreat at Sandy Cove 
by Kate Stover 


