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"Since all truths converge towards 

God, he who is not to name God 
must have all his teachings 

fragmentary; he can only construct 

a truncated figure. In history, 
ethics, philosophy, jurisprudence, 

religious facts and propositions are 
absolutely inseparable"  

 

R. L. Dabney 

òSecularized Educationó from Four 

Articles on the Public Schools 



òClassical education equips students to think 

clearly, to write and argue persuasively, and to 
understand where philosophies and ideas come 

from. I am convinced that men and women who 

are able to do this will always lead those who 
can't.ó 

 

Susan Wise Bauer, The Well-Trained Mind 

http://www.metrokids.com/education/deschoolsurvey.pdf


 

 

 

 



 

               

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   

   

 



 

SCHEDULE OF FEES 
 

   Year   First Payment/10 installments 

 1st - 6th 7th - 8th 9th - 12th 1st - 6th 7th - 8th 9th - 12th 

    1st child * $7,100 $7,470 $7,890 $710/$639  $747/$673  $789/$710  

    2nd child $6,600 $6,970 $7,390 $660/$594  $697/$628  $739/$665  

    3rd child $6,100 $6,470 $6,890 $610/$549  $647/$583  $689/$620  

    4th child $5,600 $5,970 $6,390 $560/$504  $597/$538            $639/$575  

Kindergarten 
 

$4,900#     $490/$441    

 5th or more No additional tuition     
*  Note:  For families enrolling more than one child, children are counted in descending order of age. 
# Kindergarten ends at 12:10 each day. 

 

Book and Activity Fee (per student): 
 

K:  $290 3rd - 4th:  $380 7th - 8th: $430 12th: $560 
 

1st - 2nd $350 5th - 6th:  $400 9th - 11th: $510 
 

ESL Class Fee (per student):  $800 (annual fee) 
 

The non-refundable enrollment fee of $150 per child will be deducted from the First Payment in June.   
 

All payments are through FACTS.  Payments will be withdrawn on the 5th of each month and 
will cover that monthôs tuition.  If families must have payments withdrawn on the 10th or later, 

their payments will cover the following monthôs tuition. 
 

 

ADDITIONAL COSTS  
 

- A non-refundable application and placement testing fee must be submitted with student 
application. (Fees are indicated on the previous page.) 
 

- Enrollment in the FACTS Tuition Management System. 
 

- Cost of uniforms (daily, dress, and P.E.) 
 

- Extracurricular and athletic club fees. (See appropriate registration forms.) 
 

- Book and Activity Fee per student is due July 5, 2012.  (Full time only.) 
 This fee covers:  The use of the textbooks and curriculum, which TOCS owns. 

 The cost of insurance for each child 
 The cost of activities such as field trips 

 The cost of achievement testing (PSAT or ERB) 
 All art, music, drama and P.E. materials 
 Membership in ACCS 

 Teacher birthday gifts/teacher appreciation luncheons 
 Protocol events (9-12) 

 Graduation (12)



 

The task of any musician who is worth his salt is to take the great ideas translated by the composer into 

notes and emotion and to make them immanent and appealing to any listener. This is where one has to be able to 

dialogue with those foundational ideas and to process them into something meaningful so one does not become 

another talking head or simply add to the meaningless noise so very prevalent in our contemporary society. There 

are two examples that come to mind when  thinking about this concept.  

The first would be from my weekly guitar lessons that serve as the centerpiece of my Peabody education. I 

have had the extreme good fortune to be studying with a man who could serve as a living compendium of Western 

achievements in thinking. In a lesson he may approach a piece of music from a work of Sophocles, from the 

philosophy of Heidegger or perhaps the opening of the Book of John.  

Because of classical studies in Greek literature and Greek language, from philosophical surveys in classes 

such as Christian Apologetics, and obviously from the Biblical underpinning to everything in the Tall Oaks curriculum, 

these are all ideas that are familiar to me and can be readily integrated into understanding the music I am playing. 

And whatôs more, Iôve been given the framework to understand that these ideas are not discrete ideas that have no 

connection to one another, but can be arranged into a larger worldview. The production of a note can be a finger 

crossing a string or pushing a key, or it can be nothing passing into being or a word becoming embodied in sonic 

fleshé  

éWhen I was leading a class in which we were discussing the Confessions of St. Augustine, I overheard one 

of my fellow guitarists asked, ñWhat does St. Augustine have to do with music? How is this making me a better 

musician?ò The question gave me pause for quite a few days and didnôt seem entirely invalid. But I finally came to 

the conclusion that what St. Augustine had to do with music was everything. He says, ñMy heart is restless until it 

rests in you.ò What Augustine is talking about is the foundation for everything we do and music, or art in general, is 

a recognition of the frailty of beauty in a fallen world and is striving to echo and make manifest the beauty and  truth 

of God and to share it with others.  

 

Iain Roush, Tall Oaks graduate, 2004 

 

  



 

 

What I found in college 

classrooms were high school graduates 

with little or no idea how to process the 

information given to them. Their learning 

process mimicked the learning process 

our first graders employ at Tall Oaks. 

Listen. Memorize. Repeat.  

Even more apparent was their 

lack of ability to piece together a sound 

logical argument, much less a coherent 

sentence. Let me remind you that these 

observations impressed me while I was in 

the honors program. These students were 

supposed to be Delawareôs best and 

brightest.  

My favorite example came in an 

honors colloquium class entitled ñFreedom 

and Equalityò. The class was meant to be 

a relatively open forum discussion on the 

difficulties in simultaneously enforcing 

both freedom and equality in a society. It 

was a disaster.  Time after time the 

students would come in to class having 

read the assignments, most of which were 

the founding documents of this cou ntry, 

and having absorbed none of the 

meaning. This course was nothing more 

than a volley of canned arguments the 

students had heard elsewhere. Prodding 

them for any explanation would yield a 

repeat of the argument at a higher 

volume. 

This was a class with two 

students who had scored 1600 on their 

SATs. Believe me now when I say that 

being ñsmartò had nothing to do with 

thriving in that setting. The tools to learn 

that were instilled in me at Tall Oaks were 

what enabled my comprehension of the 

subject and my ability to discuss it 

intelligently.    

This was a theme that I found 

threaded through my years of 

undergraduate and graduate studies at 

both the University of Delaware and the 

University of Idaho.  Whether it was 

English 101 or Honors Chemistry or my 

architectural thesis, I found myself 

thankful to God for the meager four years 

I had here learning about more than just 

the grammar of life. Those ñarchaic 

classicsò that I read at Tall Oaks that I 

never thought would be applicable, are 

nothing short of the finest lessons history 

has to teach.  

 
Brant Hauser, Tall Oaks graduate, 1998 

We are grateful to our God for providing you to this 

world.  The systemic aversion to God, which is crippling our 

culture, presses us harder to see the extreme importance of 

Tall Oaks and the dedication and substantial personal 

sacrifices of the Tall Oaks staff.  We are indeed grateful for 

this opportunity to help.  We will continue to look for 

opportunities to do more.  

Chuck and Elaine Cullen, Tall Oaks grandparents 

Each student encourages other students in their school 

work, in their walk with God and in whatever sport the Titans 

are playing...The learning experience here is challenging but 

extremely engaging and rewarding to the students as there is a 

common theme in every class to know more about God and the 

plans He has for each of us. In my years at Tall Oaks I have 

been challenged and pushed to do my best.  I have been 

nurtured in the most important areas of life ðknowing God and 

how to live for Himðusing invaluable tools received through an 
amazing education. 

Carly Winstead, Tall Oaks graduate, 2009 

 

 

 

  

  
 
 

 

 
 



 



 

 



 

Overview of the Dialectic / Rhetoric Courses 
2011 - 2012 

 

7
th
  8

th
  9

th
  10

th
  11

th
  12

th
  

 
Grammar 7  

Grammar 8, 
Composition and 

Literature 
Classical Literature American Literature Advanced Literature British Literature 

Pre-Algebra Algebra I Geometry Algebra  II Pre-calculus 
Calculus, Greek II or 

Spanish IV 

World Cultures  
and Missions 

Western  
Civilization I 

Western 
Civilization II  

Foundations of   
U. S. History 

Rhetoric I 
Civics & Economics 
(1 semester of each) 

General Science Logic 
Argumentation  

& Debate 
Biology & Lab Chemistry & Lab Physics & Lab 

Composition and 
Literature 

OT Biblical 
Theology 

Biblical Theology  
Systematic  
Theology 

Aesthetics & 
Hermeneutics 

(1 semester of each) 
Apologetics 

Latin I Latin II 
Spanish I or 

Latin III 
Spanish II or  

Latin IV 
Greek I Rhetoric II 

Keyboard  
Academic   

Reading & Writing 
Music Appreciation College Prep Spanish III (opt.)  

Art Art Art Art Art Art 

6
th
 ï 8

th
 Grade Chorus 6

th
 ï 8

th
 Grade Chorus 9

th
 ï 12

th
 Grade Chorus 

9
th
 ï 12

th
 Grade 

Chorus 
9

th
 ï 12

th
 Grade Chorus 9

th
 ï 12

th
 Grade Chorus 

Physical Education Physical Education Physical Education Physical Education College Prep 
College Prep and 

Service & Scholarship 

Drama  
Yearbook, Computers, 

or Ensemble 
Yearbook, Computers, 
Debate or Ensemble 

Yearbook, Computers, 
Debate or Ensemble 

Yearbook, Computers, 
Debate or Ensemble 



 

Science (3 credits necessary) * Credits 

 Biology & Lab 1 1/5 

 Chemistry & Lab 1 1/5 

 Physics & Lab 1 1/5 

Mathematics (4 credits necessary) 

 Algebra I 1 

 Geometry 1 

 Algebra II 1 

 Pre-Calculus 1 

 Calculus 1 

Language (3 credits necessary ï 2 in same language and 1 in Latin/Greek) 

 Latin III & IV  1 per year 

 Spanish I, II  & III  1 per year 

 Greek I & II 1 per year 

Bible (4 credits necessary ) 

 Biblical Theology 1 

 Systematic Theology 1 

 Aesthetics 1/2 

 Hermeneutics 1/2 

 Apologetics 1 

History (3 credits necessary)  

 Western Civilization II 1 

 Foundations of U.S. History 1 

 Civics 1/2 

 Economics 1/2 

Logic  (2 credit necessary) 

 Logic 1 

 Argumentation and Debate 1 

Rhetoric (2 credits necessary) 

 Rhetoric I 1 

 Rhetoric II 1 

Literature (4 credits necessary) 

 Classical Literature 1 

 American  Literature 1 

 Advanced Literature 1 

 British Literature 1 

Art  (Four years) 

Chorus (Four Years) 

Physical Education (Two Years) 
 



 

 

 

 

   


